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The Preamble of the Constitution

THREE WORDS THAT CHANGED THE WORLD.

HIGH SCHOOL • 9 to 12

DOCUMENT A
Letter to John Adams from Abigail Adams
Braintree March 31 1776
“… I long to hear that you have declared an independancy — and by the way in the new Code
of Laws which I suppose it will be necessary for you to make I desire you would Remember
the Ladies, and be more generous and favourable to them than your ancestors. Do not put such
unlimited power into the hands of the Husbands. Remember all Men would be tyrants if they
could. If perticuliar care and attention is not paid to the Laidies we are determined to foment
a Rebelion, and will not hold ourselves bound by any Laws in which we have no voice, or
Representation.
That your Sex are Naturally Tyrannical is a Truth so thoroughly established as to admit of no
dispute, but such of you as wish to be happy willingly give up the harsh title of Master for the
more tender and endearing one of Friend. Why then, not put it out of the power of the vicious
and the Lawless to use us with cruelty and indignity with impunity. Men of Sense in all Ages
abhor those customs which treat us only as the vassals of your Sex. Regard us then as Beings
placed by providence under your protection and in immitation of the Supreem Being make use of
that power only for our happiness.”
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DOCUMENT B
Three-Fifths Compromise: Article 1, Sec 2 US Constitution
“Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may be
included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, which shall be determined
by adding to the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of
Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons.”
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DOCUMENT C
Letter to George Mason Jr.

“The idea I formerly mentioned to you, before

declare I would not, upon pecuniary motives, serve in

the Convention met, of a great national council,

this convention for a thousand pounds per day. The

consisting of two branches of the legislature, a

revolt from Great Britain and the formations of our

judiciary and an executive, upon the principle of fair

new governments at that time, were nothing compared

representation in the legislature, with powers adapted

to the great business now before us; there was then

to the great objects of the Union, and consequently

a certain degree of enthusiasm, which inspired and

a control in these instances, on the State legislatures,

supported the mind; but to view, through the calm,

is still the prevalent one. Virginia has had the honor

sedate medium of reason the influence which the

of presenting the outlines of the plan, upon which

establishment now proposed may have upon the

the convention is proceeding; but so slowly that it is

happiness or misery of millions yet unborn, is an

impossible to judge when the business will be finished,

object of such magnitude, as absorbs, and in a manner

most probably not before August festina lente may

suspends the operations of the human understanding.

very well be called our motto. When I first came here,
judging from casual conversations with gentlemen
from the different States, I was very apprehensive that
soured and disgusted with the unexpected evils we
had experie tions raised to a very anxious degree.

All communications of the proceedings are forbidden
during the sitting of the Convention; this I think was
a necessary precaution to prevent misrepresentations
or mistakes; there being a material difference between
the appearance of a subject in its first crude and

May God grant, we may be able to gratify them, by

undigested shape, and after it shall have been properly

establishing a wise and just government. For my own

matured and arranged.

part, I never before felt myself in such a situation; and
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DOCUMENT D
Federal Census 1790
1870
Although individuals have been identified as white or black since the 1790 census, American
Indians are first enumerated in the 1870 census. (However, those in the Indian Territory or
on reservations are not included in the official U.S. population count used for congressional
apportionment until 1890.) The Chinese population is also counted for the first time in the
1870 census.
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DOCUMENT E
19th Amendment
AMENDMENT XIX
Passed by Congress June 4, 1919. Ratified August 18, 1920.
The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United
States or by any State on account of sex.
Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
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DOCUMENT F
26th Amendment
AMENDMENT XXVI
Passed by Congress March 23, 1971. Ratified July 1, 1971.
NOTE: Amendment 14, section 2, of the Constitution was modified by section 1 of the 26th
amendment.
SECTION 1.
The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years of age or older, to vote
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of age.
SECTION 2.
The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
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